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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MiIcaH Iv: 2. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 738.] 
Sunpay, October 8. 
MORNING SESSION. 


Singing : 
Our God we raise to Thee 
Thanks for Thy blessings free. — 
Prayer by Elder B. H. Roberts. 
Singing : 
Softly beams the sacred dawning 
Of the great Millennial morn. 


PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 

delivered an instructive discourse. The introductory portion of it was 
devoted to a consideration of temporal affairs and the principles which 
govern them. The speaker showed clearly the course that ought to be 
pursued by the Saints as individuals and as a community in order that 
they might become pre-eminently prosperous, dwelling especially on the 
duty of all to be productive and to expend less than was produced. He 
spoke of the sugar works and the beneficent character of the object of 
their establishment and the prospect of their being a future success. The 
need of cultivating industrial habits among all the people, young and aged, 
rich and poor, was forcibly argued. 

In conclusion the speaker explained that humility and unshaken integ- 
rity to God constituted the basis of eternal exaltation in His presence. 

President George Q. Cannon stated that, in response to a general desire, 
Brother Robert C. Easton had consented to sing the beautiful hymn com- 
posed by Sister Eliza R. Snow, beginning “O, My Father.” This hymn 


| 
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was then exquisitely sung by Brother Easton to the great pleasure of the 
vast congregation. 

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
alluded to the enthusiasm with which the singing of this hymn had been 
received at Denver, Kansas City, Independence, St. Louis, Chicago and 
Omaha‘on the occasion of the recent trip taken by the Tabernacle Choir. 
In some of these places, especially at Independence, persons among the 
congregation had been melted to tears by the sentiment and music of 
_ this beautiful song, which embodied the doctrine of the pre-existence 
and heavenly parentage of man. It doubtless stimulated thought on this 
subject in the minds of those who heard it and would lead them to inquire 
into a theme so interesting. The appreciation of the singing of the choir 
on that journey was very marked, and the speaker said that in no small 
degree our choristers had been instrumental in preaching the Gospel. 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 

said: I hope that the Saints will pardon beforehand the remarks that I 
am about to make. I must confess that although I have had the privilege 
of listening from Sabbath to Sabbath to the singing of our choir, I had to 
go abroad to find how the music is appreciated. 

The audience before whom the choir sang while abroad, who seemed to 
appreciate their singing most like the congregations of this tabernacle, 
was the audience that greeted them in Chicago after the contest. And I[ 
think it was the universal expression of the choir themselves and every- 
body of our city who was there, that it was the coldest and most critical 
audience before whom the choir had sung at all, and apparently the least 
appreciative, but they were forced to applaud, nevertheless. Now then, if 
our choir were in Denver with sufficient notice to give a concert, and there 
was a hall there as large as this in which the people could assemble, judg- 
ing from the appreciation that they expressed of the singing of the choir 
when they were there, that hall would be filled to overflowing to hear 
them. But when they give out notice that there will be a concert here, 
the people come a few of them, and fill up the body of the hall, while a 
great portion of it is vacant. 

Now, you don’t need to think that I am criticising anybody; I am stat- 
ing the fact as I have seen it myself. We get the beauty of the earth, the 
music of the earth, gratuitously, from Sunday to Sunday, and we get the 
word of the Lord, but with many of us it has become a common thing, 
which we have ceased to appreciate very much. 

Let us appreciate good instructions and good music, even though we are 
treated to them from Sabbath to Sabbath. Amen. 

The choir sang the anthem: 


Our Father in heaven, 
Before Thee we bend. 


Benediction by Elder George Reynolds. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
An overflow meeting was held. in the Assembly Hall, commencing at 
2 o'clock. 
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Elder Abraham H. Cannon presided. 
The congregation sang: 
We thank thee, O God, for a Prophet. 
Prayer by Elder Lewis W. Shurtliff. 
Members of the Tabernacle Choir who had come in and occupied seats 
in front of the organ sang: 


He died, the Great Redeemer died. 


The Sacrament was administered by the Bishopric and other officers of 


the Fourteenth Ward. 
ELDER JOHN MORGAN 


was the first speaker. He referred to the glorious results of the teachings 
and words of wisdom which the Latter-day Saints had received in years 
gone by, and said: A compliance with the same kind of advice and in- 
structions will secure their future happiness and prosperity. The instruc- 
‘tions of the late President Brigham Young and other leading men in 
Israel, imparted years ago in relation to the Saints becoming a self-sus- 
taining people, are good to-day. While we are at the present time pur- 
chasing canned fruits and vegetables from abroad, our own productions 
of the same kind are permitted to perish for want of proper care and 
management. The same can be said of various kinds of manufactured 
goods. We have been also in the habit of selling hides at a nominal price 
to be shipped to Boston and other cities of the East, there to be tanned 
and manufactured into boots and shoes and shipped back to us. This isa 
ruinous policy to pursue. As Saints we should endeavor to act wisely in 
temporal as well as in spiritual matters. It is to be hoped that the Saints 
will learn from the things they are suffering at the present time, and by | 
their action in the future prove that they mean to follow the admonitions 
of the Lord through His servants. If they do this Zion will prosper and 


flourish. 
ELDER SEYMOUR B. YOUNG 


read from the Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 68: 3, 4, and remarked that 
the doctrines which had been taught during this Conference were in ac- 
cordance with that revelation. Many years ago, when the Saints resided 
in Jackson County, Missouri, he said, the Lord revealed certain grand and 
sacred principles which were calculated to make His people free and pros- 
perous temporally, but mobs arose against the Saints in that land and 
drove them away from their homes. The speaker was highly pleased with 
the change in feelings and sentiments which apparently had taken place 
in that part of the country. In this, he said, we can see the mercy and 
hand-dealings of the Almighty, in answer to the prayers of His people, 
and in fulfilment of prophecy. After reading extracts from Church his- 
tory concerning the pentecost enjoyed in the Kirtland Temple, when the 
Savior said that He had forgiven the sinners their sins, the speaker re- 
ferred to the recent dedication of the Salt Lake Temple, on which occasion 
the Lord through His servants also declared that He had accepted of His 
people and blotted out their transgressions. This was a cause of great re- 
joicing among the Saints, and should stimulate to renewed efforts in serv- 
ing the Lord, who is merciful and full of forgiveness toward His children. 


| 

| 

| 
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ELDER RULON 8. WELLS 
spoke of the opportunities which the business world afforded men for being 
dishonest, and questioned whether some of the Latter-day Saints had risen 
above temptations of this kind. If not, they should take heed from now 
on, and strive to be perfectly honest and fair in all their business trans- 
actions, and not take advantage of any opportunity that might present 
itself for them to be otherwise. The speaker also discouraged back-biting 
and slandering among the Saints, which always resulted in great evil. He 
admonished the Saints to lead a life of purity and consistency. 
ELDER ABRAHAM H. CANNON 
spoke in relation to the children of the Latter-day Saints, some of whom 
had gone astray, though their parents had always been faithful and true 
to God and their religion, and had done their utmost to train their families 
in the path of duty and righteousness. We were not to suppose that such 
wayward sons and daughters were lost forever. The speaker believed that 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ was broad enough to provide for the final re- 
demption of these; that in due course of time, as in the case of the prodigal 
son, the parents of these erring ones should rejoice in the repentance and 
salvation of their offspring ; but, perhaps, not until after they had suffered 
the penalties of their misdeeds. But no one should take license from this 
and excuse themselves in committing sin. The sons and daughters of Zion 
should understand that their exaltation in the Kingdom of God depended 
largely upon their virtue and purity; and if they wilfully and knowingly 
sinned against God, their parents, or society, they would have to pay the 
penalty. The speaker regretted the change for the worse in this connec- 
tion which had taken place in Salt Lake City and other places in our 
Territory of late-years. At one time virtue, good morals and the best of 
order were leading characteristics of the inhabitants occupying these 
mountain valleys; wives and daughters were safe by day and by night; 
but now we were surrounded by wickedness and abominations of all kinds. 
The wicked had desired to defile Zion, if possible; they had laid their traps 
for corrupting the youth of Israel and all who were not sufficiently founded 
in the love of the truth and in the strength of the Holy Spirit. The 
speaker admonished the Saints to be on their guard against the abomina- 
tions of the world and encouraged husbands, wives and children to love 
each other, to be true and faithful and act so that confidence and good will 
would be the crowning characteristics of the household. Parents should 
be careful in the example they set before their children, and pursue a 
course of consistency, which God could approve and which finally would 
become the means of saving their off-spring, even if some should tempora- 
rily stray away. 
The choir sang: 
Captain of Israel’s Host and Guide. 
Benediction by Elder A. H. Raleigh. 


AT THE TABERNACLE. 
The choir sang the “Hosanna” anthem. 
. Prayer by Elder David H. Cannon. 
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Singing by the choir: 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain. 


The Sacrament was administered under the direction of the Bishopric 
of the Thirteenth Ward. 


PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 
made the opening remarks, stating that although suffering from a severe 
cold on the lungs, and therefore feeling indisposed, he yet desired to say a 
few words to the vast congregation in Conference assembled. He referred 
to the many great and interesting truths which had been laid before the 
Saints by the brethren during Conference, and then proceeded to enlarge 
upon the subject of faith, through which, he said, so many marvelous 
things had been accomplished. He looked upon faith as one of the most 
important principles that God had ever revealed to man. The arch-enemy 
had labored against the Church of Christ in every age of the world; the 
enemy had labored against the people, but they had, nevertheless, great 
cause for thankfulness for the many mercies which the Lord had vouch- 
safed unto them. President Woodruff touched upon the vast resources of 
this Territory, and made special reference to the establishment of the 
sugar factory, which project was deserving of their hearty support. The 
Church has shouldered this responsibility to a large extent, in order to 
make the undertaking a success. The speaker paid a tribute to Brigham 
Young for the great work which he accomplished while among the Saints 
on behalf of this Church, and acknowledged the faith and prayers of his 
brethren and sisters through which he knew, in the mercy of God, his life 
had been preserved to this hour. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 

read a portion of scripture from Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians, wherein, 
he said, was set forth with great plainness the reason why there should be 
Prophets and Apostles in the Church of Christ. The speaker dwelt at 
length upon the authority and power of the Priesthood, and also spoke on 
the subject of revelation. Adverting to so-called Spiritualism and Chris- 
tian Science, he said that Satan was doing his utmost to bind the unwary 
down in chains of darkness and lead them to everlasting destruction. He 
desired, therefore, to lift his voice on this occasion in warning to all Latter- 
day Saints against the insidious advances of so-called Spiritualism and 
Christian Scientists, who professed to work miracles. Let the people 
beware of the cunning and sleight-of-hand of men. President Woodruff 
was a man of God’s selection, just as were Brigham Young, John Taylor, 
and others who had been associated with him, and He had preserved his 
life until now. “God grant that this people might_never step beyond the 
line of duty which the Lord through‘<His chosen servants has marked out 
for them, and they will alwaysjremain steadfast_in the truth.” 

The speaker made some closing remarks in opposition to the so-called 
doctrine of re-incarnation—the re-appearance in this life of certain men 
who had lived in other dispensations. He characterized the theory as 
false, and warned the Saints against entertaining it. 

Conference adjourned to meet on April 6, 1894. 


| 
| 
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The choir sang the anthem: 
Let all Israel sing. 


Benediction by President Wilford Woodruff. 
JoHN NicHoLson, Clerk of Conference. 


IN DARKEST RUSSIA. 


THE following doleful picture of misery in Russia is painted in a recent 
number of Darkest Russia, the organ of the Russo-Jewish committee, which 
has for its object a concentrated attack on Russia’s financial stability : 

“The solvency of the peasantry, upon which the finances of the empire 
are based, cannot be more vividly characterized than by the assertion of 
Count Bobrinsky that they are constrained to obtain the meagre funds 
necessary to their bare existence at a rate of interest which to most people 
will appear incredible: 6,000 per cent a year, or 500 per cent a month. 
What can be hoped of the finances of an agricultural nation whose peasan- 
try are in this hopeless condition? They live a life of ineffable misery, 
working assiduously like helots, eriduring privations which would cause 
an Indian ascete to shudder, and in the end accomplish no more than the 
Danaides of old, everlastingly pouring water through their sieves. Going 
forth to eke out their miserable livelihood by agricultural labor, these 
peasant farmers ‘are ready to accept any conditions.’ On the steppe 
estates both women and men consent to sleep out in the open air, on the 
bare ground, not only in spring and summer, but likewise in autumn— 
from May till October. ‘Who,’ asks one of the learned specialists, ‘could 
endure such a state of things, living almost half a year without a roof? 
Who, except the Russian mooshik? As for the dens they live in during 
the remainder of the year, they positively beggar description.” 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


A severe shock of earthquake has been felt in several parts of North and South Wales | 
and Cornwall. 

Charles Francis Gounod, the great composer, died at Paris October 13, 1893. He was 
born at Paris June 17,'1818. | 

The City of Alexandria, one of the largest ships employed from New York in the West 
India trade, has been burned at se& while on a voyage from Matanzas to Havana. Two 
of the crew perished. 

The Russian ironclad Roosalka has foundered in the Gulf of Finland. The loss of life 
is placed at 172, including twelve officers. The vessel is said to have been generally un- 
fitted to encounter, heavy weather. 

West Hartlepool isfsuffering from a water famine, and as a result the supply for manu- 
facturing purposes will be cut off altogether. Owing to the continued drought large 
works'‘will soonbe brought to afcomplete stoppage, and thousands of men thrown idle, 

A death under most extraordinary circuinstances has occurred at the Manchester In- 
firmary. — Mrs. Edwards, an excursionist from,Machynlleth, North Wales, while waiting 
at the station forthe return train was_seized with a fit, during which she swallowed her 
front teeth, which the“doctors at the infirmary were unable to remove. 
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Disastrous floods have occurred in the Gifu district of Japan, where thousands of houses 
have been flooded and many families rendered destitute. Fifty people have been killed 
by a landslip, and the Temple of Hongwanji has been destroyed by fire. 


There is consternation in Catholic circles in Rome on account of a grave dispute which 
has arisen between the Pope and the Italian government. The former having refused to 
recognize the right of the King to nominate the Patriarch of Venice, the government, in 
turn, has decided not to recognize the nominations of bishops. The Pope may remove 
from Rome, some overtures having already been made by Spain. 

The official report shows that the total number of persons who paid for admission to 
the World’s Fair is 21,477,212. When the exhibition grounds were closed on Sunday 
night, October 29, the figures were given as 21,269,039, but when the receipts were 
counted on Tuesday night it was found that the total number was as stated. The total 
number of admissions on passes was 2,052,188, making a grand total of 23,529,400. After 
the whole liabilities have been paid there will remain at least $1,000,000 to be distributed 
among the stockholders. 

Three collieries at Ashton-under-Lyne, employing about 1,800 men and boys, as well 
as the pits at Bamfurlong, employing 2,000 were thrown open on October 20, and work 
re-commenced at the old rate of wages. At St. Helens, on the other hand, the miners at 
the Frodsham pit, who had returned to work at the old rate, struck again, that day, for 
twenty-five per cent. increase, alleging in justification that the masters were selling the 
coal at the pit bank at 1s. 4d. per hundred. Later in the day the masters offered a fifteen 
per cent. advance, and this being accepted the men returned to work October 23. The 
conflict between the masters and the colliers has now been made a Cabinet question, and 
Lord Roseberry has been chosen to preside over a conference between the two parties, 


Both sides have eagerly accepted his appointment and the disastrous strike may soon be 
at ap end. 


Mr. Carter F. Harrison, Mayor of Chicago, was shot and almost instantly killed on 
the evening of October 28, in the hallway of his residence on Ashland Avenue, The 
assassin is a crank named Eugene Patrick Prendergast, an importunate, to whom, to get 
rid of him, the Mayor promised some small office. Prendergast, although a Republican, 
claims to have worked hard to secure the election of Mr. Harrison, who was renominated 
for the Mayoralty on the Democratic ticket last spring. After shooting, the murderer 
went to Desplaines Street police station and gave himself up. The shooting took place 
at 8:10 p.m., and seventeen minutes afterwards the Mayor of Chicago had breathed his 
last. The bedside of the dying man was surrounded by the members of his family. 
Saddest of all, the murder took place on the eve of Mr. Harrison’s intended marriage to 
Miss Annie Harvard, which was to have taken place on the 17th of this month. The 
murderer narrowly escaped lynching. 

America has again suffered from fearful storms. On October 14 and 15, a storm swept 
over a wide area. It was felt in the Gulf of Mexico, along the entire coast to Maine, and 
reached westward as far as Buffalo. The vessels on Lake Erie suffered severely, and the 
telegraph wires were thrown down. The storm played great havoc in Baltimore. Two 
electric light wires in that city became crossed in the tower of the Brush Electric Light 
Works, setting fire to the tower. Pieces of blazing wood were blown to the rafters of 
the jail near by, where 504 prisoners were confined, and the building was burnt down. 
The prisoners were rescued with difficulty, one man being killed and twenty injured. 
The loss of the electric company amounts to $200,000, and the loss of the jail will cost 
$35,000. In Philadelphia and Washington buildings were unroofed and trees torn up by 
the roots. In Washington, Mr. Brown, associate judge of the Supreme Court, had an 
artery in his head cut by the glass of a window, which was blown in at his residence, 
Three boys were killed by the collapse of a railroad shed at Buffalo, and other fatalities 
are reported. A severe hurricane broke over Gorhamtown, South Carolina, and the 
vicinity. At Magnolia Beach houses were washed away, and thirteen whites and six 
colored persons were drowned. 


| 
| 
| 


766 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1893. 


THE MISSION IN SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 


AccoMPANIED by President Carlquist we left for Stockholm, Friday, 
October 6, arriving there Saturday morning. We were met at the station 
by President August Carlson who took us to the conference-house in 
Krukmakargatan No.2. The hall which the Saints now use for meeting 
purposes is in a nice house with a respectable entrance—a matter some- 
times overlooked by our brethren in hiring halls; frequently we find the 
entrance is through a backyard, or other unpleasant approach. We were 
pleased with the hall and adjoining rooms. The landlord rented the 
hall at first for a year only, as he was a little dubious how the other ten- 
ants in the building would like to have “Mormons” for neighbors. The 
Saints have been careful to give no offense and they have now stood their 
probation. Where the Saints have once become well known to landlords 
and neighbors they have generally gained the good will of both, and it 
has been their own fault when they have moved. 

The sisters of Stockholm had decorated the hall in a very tasty manner 
with evergreens and a profusion of lovely flowers. Around the hall on 
the walls I noticed many appropriate texts from the Scriptures surrounded 
by wreaths of flowers. Over the stand was seen a picture, painted by 
& young native elder, representing the angel Moroni flying through the 
heavens with the Everlasting Gospel. Beneath him we catch a glimpse 
of cities, mountains, ocean, etc. The artist had conceived Moroni as a 
Jewish youth. The same artist had also painted the stand. The top 
plate was finished as onyx and was so well imitated, that we had to feel of 
it before we were convinced that it was not real stone. On the wall 
opposite the stand in large letters were the words “Welcome Brethren 
to our Conference.” 7 

The conference commenced Saturday evening; the time was used by the 
brethren in giving reports of their labors and the condition of the differ- 
ent branches. Stockholm conference consists of nine branches with 
over thirteen hundred members. During the five months since last con- 
ference there had been fifty-one persons baptized. This was a good 
showing. The brethren’s reports were very interesting. We will men- 
tion that of Emil B. Jensen. He and another Elder had been sent to 
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the northern part of the conference and had labored there during the 
summer. When they came to Haparanda they concluded each to take a 
certain district. The east side of the city fell to Jensen’s lot. Coming 
to a river and seeing quite a city on the east side of it, he crossed the 
bridge and continued his labors there. The people eagerly bought his 
tracts and books, and soon his whole stock was disposed of. He then re- 
crossed the bridge and found that he had been laboring in Torneo, a 
Russian city. The custom officers are generally so alert that nothing can 
pass the bridge without being examined. Bro. Jensen felt that an 
over-ruling Providence had directed him, for had the officers seen his 
books and tracts, they would have confiscated and burned them. The 
seed sown in the Czar’s dominions we hope will not have fallen by the 
wayside. 

The people in this conference are very anxious to hear the Elders. 
President Carlson had visited a town called Sandviken during the 
summer. He advertised that he would hold a meeting out on the com- 
mon by a mile-stone. About eight hundred persons met. The breth- 
ren commenced meeting at 8:30 p.m., and continued till half-past eleven, 
and still the audience was not satisfied, but wanted to hear more. Some 
were sitting in their wagons, some lying in the grass, and some standing. 
At that season the nights in this part of Sweden do not get dark. Bro. 
Carlson then took up a work lately published at Stockholm against us, 
and proved by the book itself that it could not be true; he next gave them 
a short sketch of the history of our people. The congregation were all at- 
tention for three hours more, after which the brethren were kept busy 


answering questions until morning. Many Salvationists were present, | 


and, contrary to our general experience with that class, they were eager to 
hear the brethren speak. A couple of weeks before conference Bro. Carl- 
son received word from there that a large number belonging to the Salva- 
tion Army had taken off their uniforms, because they said they understood 
now they had no authority to preach, and were convinced that if any one 
had such authority it must be the “Mormons.” In the western part of 
the conference, Vermland, our brethren have not been able to get a foot- 
hold, the people being much bound up in their old traditions and treating 
our missionaries very rudely. One of our elders visited his relatives there, 
and found many eager to hear him. He was sent up there to labor this 
winter ;. good results will no doubt follow his labors. 


Our stay in Stockholm was very pleasant; we knew many of the Saints : 


and were invited to eat in their homes. The- priesthood-meeting on Mon- 


day was a feast to all present. In this conference we are still using: 


a few local elders as missionaries. 

_ Wednesday, October 11, we left Stockholm for Christiania. We hap- 
pened to occupy the same compartment as the Chief Secretary of the 
Salvation Army in Sweden. He gave us an interesting sketch of the 
doings of the Army. We were pleased to hear how they create work for 
the poor, and we believe they do much good by getting those who join 
them to abstain from drinking. He felt well toward all denominations— 
except the “Mormons.” He could preach in any pulpit in Sweden, he said, 
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and he would allow any converted priest to preach in his pulpits—here 
again he made an exception to the “Mormons.” “Just think,” he said, “I 
met one of those ‘Mormons’ down in Norrképing, and he actually 
told me—who am converted—that I could not be saved without I re- 
pent and be baptized and obey the Gospel as he preached it! An un- 
converted man like that try to teach me! Christ,” he said, “never organ- 
ized a priesthood, nor instituted a single ordinance.” We quoted several 
passages from the Scriptures that prove the contrary. He admitted that 
the passages quoted by us could be understood as we understood them, but 
he would rather commit suicide than believe they had such a meaning! 

We arrived at Christiania at noon, Thursday, and met the president at 
the conference-house. When we were here eight years ago H. J. Chris- 
tiansen, of Logan, was the president of this conference; it seemed very 
natural to see the same pleasant face again in the same place. He performed 
a three years’ mission to this land and was very successful in his labors. 
He now starts on another mission with the advantage of being well 
acquainted with all that concerns the conference, and he has the love 
and confidence of all. The Saints in Christiania have their meeting- 
hall in a house owned by the Church. It is the finest hall used by the 
Saints in Scandinavia, and it has been quite a help to the branch, as 
it would have been hard to get another hall in the city. 

The dissenters in Norway are not interfered with when they are recog- 
nized as Christians, but the Norwegian courts have decided that the mem- 
bers of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, nearly the only 
Church that bears His name, are not Christians! We are not at liberty 
to perform the ordinance of baptism, or administer the sacrament. Many 
of our brethren have in times past been arrested and sentenced to shorter 
or longer terms of “bread and water” for performing these ordinances. 
Once a young brother was actually arrested for the crime of having knelt 
down in a meeting and prayed to God! During later years our brethren 
have not been interfered with. The meetings are well attended by 
strangers and many are investigating our doctrines. 

The conference meetings commenced on Saturday evening. The Elders 
gave reports of the different branches, and of their labors. Elder James 
Frost reported the Tromsé branch. This is the northernmost branch in 
the world. Many people there are investigating the principles of the Gos- 
pel and the Elders are very hopeful of success. Brother John L. Johnson 
reported the Aalesund branch which had just been organized. He and 
Brother A. Hansen had baptized several nice people, among others the 
proprietor of the hotel where they stop. He thought that this new branch 
would become the second branch in numbers in Norway. They have 
advertised their meetings regularly and many strangers visit them. 
Christiania branch is the largest, and it is in a good condition. 

The hall was decorated very tastily and the choir sang sweetly. The 
members of the choir were much pleased to hear of the success of our Tab- 
ernacle Choir at Chicago, as several of the prominent members of that choir 
have once belonged to this. On Monday morning we attended a priest- 
hood-meeting, in which we had a very enjoyable time with the brethren. 
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In the evening the Relief Society had a “bazar” for the benefit of the poor. 
They had made a lot of articles which they now disposed of by selling 
tickets at 10 “dre” (1¢d.) each. The Christiania Conference comprises the 
whole of Norway; it is divided into ten branches and numbers some six 
hundred members. During the past eleven months sixty-one persons have 
been added to the Church by baptism. Fourteen Utah Elders labor in 
this conference. They have to doa great deal of traveling, as there are 
but few people and they are scattered over a great deal of country. To 
go from Tromsé branch by steamer to Christiania is a journey of more 
than a thousand miles. 

On the Thursday following we met with the priesthood in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, and listened to very encouraging reports given by the Traveling 
Elders of this conference. Brother A. J. Wahiquist presides and there are 
eleven Elders from Utah engaged in the good work. This conference 
embraces the middle portion of Sweden; it is divided into eight branches 
and numbers some five hundred members. The statistical reports were 
not all received, so we did not get the exact number of baptisms. 

Scona Conference takes in the southern portion of Sweden; it numbers 
some over two hundred members, and twenty have been baptized during 
the summer. P. T. Rundquist is the president and eight other Elders 
from Utah are engaged there in missionary labors. 

We spent but aday in Gothenburg. Wednesday we bade good-bye to the 
Elders, and to President Carlquist, whose company had been very pleasant 
tous. He remained to attend conference there on the Sunday following, 
and we left for Rotterdam, Holland. 


Ir is seldom that the Latter-day Saints receive any favorable notice 
from the San Francisco Chronicle, a journal which ranks high as a news- 
paper and wields a strong influence on the Pacific Coast, but it vouchsafes 
us the following commendatory paragraph in a recent issue: “The Mor- 
mons, whatever may be said of their religion, have at all times exhibited 
sound business judgment, therefore when their Church authorities tell the 
people to return their savings to the banks from which they withdrew 
them it may be assumed that they believe that the financial condition of 
Utah is improving. Owing to the collapse of the silver mining industry 
Utah’was badly hit, but the Territory has many resources and is sure to 
pull through all right.” 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder John Stevens has been released 
from his labors in the Sheffield Conference, and has been appointed to 
labor in the London Conference. 

Elder Edmund Stevens has been released from his labors in the Notting- 
ham Conference, and has been appointed to labor in the London Conference. 

Elder C. W. Wright has been released from his labors in the Nottingham 
Conference, and has been appointed to labor in the London Conference. 


ErraTA.—lIn last issue’s editorial the name of M. M. Hansen, of Bluff 
Dale was given as president of the Aalborg Conference. It should have 
been H. P. Hansen, of Hyrum. 
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NewoastLE ConFERENcE District a district meeting of 
the Newcastle Conference at Sunderland, Sunday, November 5, 1893, two 
enjoyable meetings were held. A goodly attendance was secured at each 
gathering, and those assembled listened with interest to the presentation 
of the various principles of the Gospel by the Elders of the Conference. 
The seed sown is beginning to bear fruit, the Jarman harangues having 
caused many to awake from the slumber of indifference and to seek for 
information. 


LonpoN CONFERENCE District MEETING.—A district meeting of the 
London Conference was held at Sittingbourne, Kent, Sunday, November 
12, 1893. Not only Saints but a goodly number of strangers attended the 
afternoon and evening meetings, the house being crowded during the 
latter meeting. The meetings will doubtless result in much good, and the 
Elders feel greatly encouraged. 


ELDER ROBERTS ISSUES A CHALLENGE. 


Art the Parliament of Religions held in Chicago during last September, Elder 
B. H. Roberts applied, on behalf of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, for the privilege of representation. While all other religious 
systems were permitted a seat on the platform, and were invited to present 
their faiths, this Church was practically denied that privilege. Elder 
Roberts then sent the following letter to the promoters of the Parliament: 

“To CHARLES C. BoNNEY, PRESIDENT OF THE WoRLD’s ConGREss AUXIL- 
IARY, AND Rev. Dr. Joon HENRY Barrows, CHAIRMAN GENERAL COMMITTEE 
RELIGIOUS PARLIAMENT— 

“Gentlemen: The world’s great Parliament of Religions is over. It will 
take its place in the history of the nineteenth century as one of the most 
important events connected with the most important century since the 
one in which the Messiah was born. Your names will be forever linked 
with it, and whatever may be its glory or its shame will reflect upon you 
as its chief promoters and managers. The general impression is that the 
parliament, whatever else may be regarded as its shortcomings, has been 
ambitious to establish a reputation for broad-minded fairness, toleration 
of differences in religious thought and even-handed and high-minded 
justice to all men of all religious faiths, giving all an opportunity, through 
their credited representatives, to set forth, without fear or favor, what to 
them are the great and supreme truths of religion. And I doubt not but 
for this page of the history of the Parliament of Religions, which it 
becomes my duty to write, the parliament would fairly have achieved the 
reputation for fairness and toleration which it was apparently ambitious 
to gain. But, gentlemen, the pages of your parliament’s history are 
blurred with blunders that would be inexcusable in school-boys without 
experience or tact; and by a spirit of narrow bigotry which, despite all 
your pretensions to toleration and catholicity of spirit, may plainly be 
discerned. | 

“Gentlemen, the spirit and value of your parliament will be judged by 
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another and better parliament, a more universal oné, the parliament of 
universal opinion, and before that parliament I now summon you to 
_ answer a few questions, in which, in order that the force of them may 
appear, I find it necessary to proceed by a few brief statements. 

“In the inter-Rocky Mountain region of the United States, filling those 
high valleys with settlements for an extent of 1,000 miles, from the Cana- 
dian to the Mexican line in fact, live a people numbering over three 
hundred thousand, whose history, character, and religion have attracted 
more attention and awakened more universal interest than any religious 
body of modern times. It is conceded that their ecclestiastical organiza- 
tion is the most wonderful in the world, as their religious faith, perhaps, is 
the most remarkable. Moreover, their religion and its church organiza- 
tion were brought into existence by one of the most unique, as also one of 
the greatest, characters that have arisen in American history, Joseph Smith, 
commonly known as the ‘Mormon Prophet.’ That religion is American in 
its origin, and is the most remarkable religious movement that America 
has to offer for the consideration of those who have come to inquire into 
the religions of the West. It is a religion, too, that is sanctified by the 
blood of its martyrs. In 1833 twelve hundred of its devotees were driven 
by mobs from their homes in one county in Missouri, their weary way into 
the bleak Missouri bottoms made light by the flames which rose from 
more than two hundred of their houses set on fire by mobs. Only five 
years later twelve thousand were expelled from the same State by mobo- 
cratic forces. Some four hundred in the two drivings were either killed 
outright or died from the exposure resulting on being expelled from their 
homes at an inclement season of the year. I say nothing of the destruction 
of their property and the Jands of which they were robbed by these per- 
secutions. The exiles found a refuge in Illinois for a few years, but ere 
long the same bitter, intolerant, sectarian spirit set at work its forces, 
and the results were that Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum were mur- 
dered. 

“Two years later, the Church being continually harassed and persecuted, 
scores of Saints’ houses and stacks of grain having been burned, and a 
number more of them killed, still more of them kidnapped and whipped, 
commenced that wonderful exodus across wilderness and desert which 
pioneered the way into our greater West, where their history has been no 
less thrilling or dramatic than it was in Missouri and [llinois, one item 
being the confiscation of over a million dollars worth of church property, 
consisting of real estate and personal property which had been donated to 
the Church by its members for charitable and educational purposes. 

“Were you afraid that I would speak of these things in your parliament 
if admitted to your platform? Look at the paper which I proposed to 
read if admitted, a copy of which is in Dr. Barrows’ hands. You will find 
but the very slightest reference made to these things there, for we were 
more anxious to tell you about the great truths of our religion than to 
relate our sufferings, which, if told, would have put Christians to shame 
before the ‘heathen’ (7) you have invited to your parliament. The ‘ Mor- 
mon’ Church occupies a striking position in the Christian religious world. 
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“Let me explain; not to you learned gentlemen, who know all about 
these things, but for the enlightenment of others who may read this as well 
as yourselves. The Catholic claim is that Jesus Christ organized His 
church nineteen centuries ago, and that from that time te this there has 
been an unbroken line of succession in authority, and a preservation of 
all the truths of the Gospel. The Protestants claim, on the other hand, 
that while Jesus established His church and taught His Gospel when on 
earth, in the course of a few centuries false teachers arose who burdened 
Christianity with pagan philosophy and forms of worship foreign to its 
spirit and genius, and the truth of the Gospel was either subverted or its 
beauty buried beneath the rubbish of human invention. The great Church 
of England says that ‘laity and clergy, learned and unlearned, all ages, 
sects, and degrees have been drowned in abominable idolatry, most de- 
tested by God and damnable to man for eight hundred years and more.’ 
(Official Homily on Idolatry). Wesley said that the reason the spiritual 
gifts of the Gospel were no longer enjoyed was because the ‘Christians 
had turned heathens again and only had a dead form left’—such is the 
position of Protestant and Catholic. ‘Mormonism’ accepting the facts of 
history as Protestants do, and easily perceiving that men have transgressed 
the laws and changed the ordinances of the Gospel, or, as Protestants put 
it, ‘turned heathen again,’ or ‘that all sects have been drowned in abomin- 
able idolatry for 800 years and more,’ ‘Mormons,’ I say, insist that, such 
being the case, the only way the Gospel of Jesus Christ can be restored 
and divine authority to administer its ordinances regained, is by a reopen- 
ing of the heavens and the committing of a new dispensation of it to men, 
which is exactly what ‘Mormonism’ claims to be—the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ restored to the earth; and that is the message we have for the 
world and the declaration I desired to make at your parliament. 

“The questions I wish to propound to you two gentlemen are these: 
First, knowing of the existence of this Church, with its bold position to 
present and defend—with its intensely interesting history, its wonderful 
organization, its victories in the midst of appalling opposition—when you 
were inviting all religions and sects to your parliament, why did you not 
send official notice of your parliament to the presidency of the ‘Mormon’ 
Church, and an invitation to participate in its proceedings? Second, 
when your parliament assembled on September 11, you knew of the pres-. 
ence in this city of the presidency of the ‘Mormon’ Church. Why did you 
not invite them to a seat on the platform of your parliament? The veteran 
president of the Church, Wilford Woodruff, scarce bent beneath the weight 
of eighty-six years of age, though he would have appeared in no scarlet 
robes, or purple, or orange-colored garments, or fantastic turban, would 
have come in the simple attire of an American citizen. Either as the 
president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, or as the 
greatest living pioneer not only of Utah but of America, he would have 
graced your platform; while the simple beauty of his character and the 
purity of his life would do honor to any platform that either the Church 
or State can erect in all this land. Why did not you invite him to yours? 

[TO BE CONTINUED.|] — 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 763 
UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The Cache Valley Knitting Works recently made a shipment of goods valued at $1,000 
to Bear Lake. 

A soap factory is being inaugurated in Ogden, by the Western Manufacturing Company, 
with a capital of $50,000. 

The residence of A. P. Fere, Salt Lake City, was destroyed by fire, October 12. Loss 
$6,000; insurance $3,500. 

Effie Fisher, aged thirteen, daughter of James Fisher, Provo, while riding horseback 
fell and broke her left arm. 

While Wilford Chatterton was loading logs in Logan Canyon, October 9, one of them 
fell from the wagon and badly mashed two of his toes. 

On October 11, a son of Mormon Bird, of Mendon, while running a race slipped and 
fell, several boys falling on top of him. His left arm was broken. 

A four-year-old son of O. P. Olsen, of Hyrum, Cache County, was thrown from a 
wagon in a runaway, October 8, fracturing one of his thighs near the hip joint. 

The Deseret Sunday School Union held its semi-annual conference in Salt Lake City, 
October 8. This organization numbers some 80,000 officers, teachers and pupils. 

Oscar Green, a young man residing at Preston, had his hand badly lacerated, October 9, 
while working on a threshing machine. His fingers were caught in the cog wheels while 
oiling. 

Frank Durfee, of Beaver Dam, fell from the loft of a barn into a manger in the stable 
below, October 13. He broke three ribs, was injured internally and hurt one of his hips 
badly. 

The City Council of Salt Lake (Gentile) having disregarded the warning of Mayor 
Baskin as to economy in expenditures, the mayor has stopped the issuance of any more | 
warrants. 

The Grant Soap Company, of Salt Lake City, are putting up a new factory building, 
and will put in more machinery, giving the factory a capacity of 18,000 pounds a day in- 
stead of only 3,000 as at present. 

The barn, sheds, corral, and about sixty tons of hay belonging to the family of the late 
Leonard G. Rice, of Farmington, were destroyed by fire, October 13. Loss $1,450, with- 
out insurance. 

Moritz Moritzen, a recently returned missionary, was loading logs in Logan Canyon, 
when one of them slipped; one of his fingers was caught between the wagon tire and the 
log and was almost amputated. 

Sanpete parties are agitating the question of raising hemp and flax in that county and 
of establishing rope works. The soil of the county is well adapted to the raising of both 
plants and could be made a profitable industry. 

A petition signed by nearly 150 citizens of Bountiful has been presented to the city 
council of that place asking that the question of the municipality’s disineorporation be 
submitted to the electors of that place at the next city election. 

John G. Coltrin has found an old journal written by his father, Zebedee Coltrin, while 
on a mission in 1832 and 1834. The book has passed through water and fire, but the writ- 
ing is still legible, and relates several interesting incidents in the life of the deceased 
patriarch. 

Cache Valley people are complaining of being discriminated against by the railways. 
The rate for hauling wheat from Ephraim, Sanpete County, 150 miles, is five cents per 
hundred while Logan, not half the distance, is charged more than double —e 
twelve cents per pound. 


